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•International jurisprudence  
•Two cases relating to disputes sovereignty 

over insular features brought to the IJC 

•Case concerning sovereignty over Pulau 

Ligitan and Pulau Sipadan (2002) 

•Case concerning sovereignty over Pedra 

Branca/Pulau Batu Puteh, Middle Rocks and 

South Ledge  (2008) 
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Conclusions 
 

•Considerable progress made in the Gulf of Tonkin 

and in the Gulf of Thailand 

•More progress made in settling bilateral disputes 

as compared to disputes involving several parties 

•Preference to use direct negotiations to deal with 

disputes invloving two parties 

•Regional initiatives, e.g. ASEAN-China position, 

but re-occurring periods of tension between major 

claimants are cause for concern 




